US                                 APPENDIX.

tion of two six-pounders and two hundred of the disaffected horse. I marched,
and found them posted, as described, across the nullah with two guns well sta-
tioned for their defence, which they had taken some where or other. In this situ-
ation I advanced the grenadier companies, with the four guns, immediately
to the banks of the nullah with an intention to hare ordered the grenadiers and
two guns over; but I found the intelligence which I had received of its being
fordable premature, and it might have been attended with that consequence that
I might have suffered exceedingly. This was an accident I could not foresee, and
which took me nearly half an hour to correct, in finding out a place where there
was the least probability of fording, and at this place the tallest men could only
get through. I then ordered the grenadiers with two guns down to the ford,
(having previously provided long and thick ropes to enable me to drag the guns
through any nullah where I might not meet with boats) while the other two
guns were covering their crossing. This obliged the whole to give way, leaving
their guns and two tumbrils, with near one hundred shotted cartridges &c.
&c. From the first of my arrival at the Ghaut, until they gave way, was near
an hour, I had only two men killed and four wounded. Of the enemy I found
on the spot between sixty and seventy killed, and many more lay scattered about
at a distance, which they had endeavoured to carry off. The greater part of their
wounded were likewise moved away, owing to the difficulty and delay that I
met with in getting across the nullah. They are a set of the most obstinate
people I ever met with; for such of the wounded as were not taken away refused
the assistance which I offered them. Could I have possibly got across sooner, and
the horsemen had recovered from their panic, there must have been very great
carnage.

It is impossible to ascertain their numbers, it was supposed they consisted of ten
thousand and upwards, horse and foot; but the irregular manner in which they
were drawn up prevents my forming any judgement.

This circumstance of the intelligence respecting the ford was unfortunate;
however, I have taken care in providing such people, as will inevitably prevent
the like happening again. They were natives of this country, and I am almost
certain it was done on purpose, for the Hircarrahs that carried me to the Ghaut
I have not seen since.

To describe to you the situation of Colonel Hannay's own Sepoys, and which
called me to his relief and assistance, I suppose you will be acquainted with either
by himself or from Mr. Middleton; and, as I have entered upon the restoring
this country, and a regiment will be necessary, I beg the favor I may not be re-
lieved.

I have the honor to be &c.
CAMP near Goonda October 13th 1781.                              F.   N A Y L O R.
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